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from the superintendent

a defining moment for center grove

Dr. Emmett Lippe
Interim Superintendent

The 
difference 
between 
school 

corporations 
that can 
provide 
only the 

minimum 
required 

and those 
that foster 

a culture of 
excellence 

will be 
determined 
at the polls.
It is up to us 
to continue 

the
Center Grove 
tradition of 
excellence.

The Referendum Vote
The first reason is the referendum 

vote. Our community has the 
opportunity to maintain our 
current programs. Without 
the referendum fund, many 
of our academic, arts, 
athletics, and technology 
programs would be reduced 
or eliminated. Once a 
program takes a step 
backwards, it begins a very 
long rebuilding period. 
Often, activities never reach their 
previous levels after funding is cut. 
Passing the referendum will provide 
the financial stability needed for our 
school corporation.

School Board Election
Three new members will be elected 

to the Board of School Trustees. 
This represents a 60 percent 
turnover of the Board, which 
will influence the direction 
of Center Grove Schools for 
several years. Look over the 
14 candidates and select the 
three that will best represent 
the Center Grove community. 
Electing a high quality 
school board will provide the 

leadership stability needed for our 
school corporation.

This election is truly a defining 
moment in the history of Center 
Grove Schools, and will prove to be 

vital in shaping our future. This is our 
opportunity to be proactive and avoid 
decreases in educational programs.

 The state legislature has left it up 
to the citizens to determine the level 
of funding we want for our schools, 
and the investment we will make in 
our children and 
grandchildren. 
They are our 
schools, and it 
is our choice 
to make on 
November 2nd. 
Please get out 
and exercise your 
opportunity to 
vote.

Academics The Arts Athletics
In February, hundreds of concerned parents, 

students, teachers, and community members 
attended a public meeting of the Center Grove 
School Board regarding the revenue shortfall 
and resulting budget cuts.

They voiced their desire for the school board 
to find a way to continue to fund our excellent 
academic, fine arts, and athletic programs. They 
reminded the board and the administration 
that many students are passionate about these 

high achieving programs, many of which are 
recognized at state, national, and international 
levels.

The board would be remiss to ignore this 
public outcry. By placing the General Fund 
Referendum on the ballot, they have given our 
community the opportunity to continue the 
Center Grove tradition of excellence by voting 
yes on November 2nd. For more information, 
go to www.vote4cg.net.

Passing the 
referendum 
will provide 
the financial 
stability 
needed for 
our school 
corporation.

Electing a 
high quality 

school board 
will provide 

the leadership 
stability 

needed for 
Center Grove.

November 2, 2010 will prove to be more than just another election for Center Grove Schools and the 
community they serve. It will be a defining moment for Center Grove for two important reasons.
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2010 general fund referendum

frequently asked questions
What is the challenge?
•	 State funding to Center Grove is decreasing 

(down $1.9M this year), while enrollment is 
increasing.

•	 Center Grove is in the bottom one percent 
of per student funding received from the 
state.

•	 Our challenge is to increase revenue or trim 
$3.6 million from the General Fund alone.

Why does it matter?
•	 With reduced funding in a growing district, 

educational opportunities must be reduced.
•	 Without sufficient funding, there will be 

reductions in all areas, including:
�	 academic programs,
�	 the arts,
�	 athletics and other extracurricular 

activities (pay to participate fees will be 
implemented), and

�	 instructional technology.
•	 Our community will be negatively 

impacted.
�	 Property values will be at risk.
�	 Commercial and residential growth will 

decline.

What are we doing about it?
•	 First, we tightened our belts! More than $3 

million in permanent cuts were approved 
by the school board, while avoiding cutting 
teachers and programs.

•	 For a complete list of permanent budget 
cuts, go to www.centergrove.k12.in.us.

•	 Now, we are providing the Center Grove 
community the opportunity to approve 

a General Fund Referendum to maintain 
current programs.

Are we spending too much on 
administration?

Statewide, about 5.5 percent of school 
operational expenses are for district 
administration, compared to only about 3.5 
percent at Center Grove.

The impact of the 
permanent budget cuts on 
administrators includes 
eliminating five (16%) 
positions, a .5% pay reduction, 
and a reduction in benefits of 
more than $227,000.

How much will it cost?
About $1.6 million is 

needed to avoid deeper 
cuts that would have a 
more noticeable impact on 
personnel, programs, and co- 
and extracurricular activities.

The school board approved 
additional referendum funds 
to absorb potential future 

reductions in state funding, or to reduce class 
size and support instructional technology.

The total requested through the general fund 
referendum is 15 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation, or approximately $3.3 million.

For a house with a gross assessed value of 
$200,000, the tax impact will be approximately 
$147 per year, or about $12/month. To calculate 
your tax impact, go to 
www.vote4cg.net.

How will the 
referendum funds be 
used?
•	 The first priority is 

to restore specified 
budget cuts from 2010, 
including:
�	 10 teachers,
�	 two middle school 

deans, and
�	 eliminate 

participation fees for 
secondary school 
athletic activities.

•	 Next, funds will be used to cover probable 
2011-12 state funding cuts.

•	 If there are any funds remaining (if the 
expected cuts do not occur), the board has 
budgeted the remaining referendum funds 
to:
�	 add teachers and teacher aides to reduce 

class size and/or reduce the student to 
teacher or aide ratio,

�	 add social workers at the elementary 
schools, and

�	 support instructional technology.

Where can I find more information?
Visit www.vote4cg.net. There you will find:
•	 General Fund Referendum information
•	 Tax Impact Calculator
•	 School Funding 101
•	 Frequently Asked Questions

If you have questions, please email them to 
gfr@centergrove.k12.in.us.

How can I help?
•	 To volunteer to serve on the campaign, go 

to www.vote4cg.net.
•	 Tell your family, friends, and neighbors 

about the referendum benefits.
•	 Vote on November 2, 2010!

For more information:

www.vote4cg.net

“For Center Grove to remain one of the premier school districts in the state of Indiana, we must provide the resources that 
our teachers and staff need. Passing the referendum is our opportunity to continue providing a first-class education.”

-- Dr. Scott Gudeman, President of the Center Grove Board of School Trustees 
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facing the challenge

At Center Grove, student enrollment is increasing while state 
funding is decreasing.

From 2003 until 2009, we received an annual increase of 
approximately 3% in General Fund Revenue. Even so, as the 
third lowest recipient of state 
funding (ranking 342 of 344 school 
corporations in Indiana), Center 
Grove missed receiving the lowest 
amount per student by only about $12. 
To make matters worse, in 2010, we 
received a decrease of more than 4%.

In order to maintain excellent 
academic, and co- and extracurricular 
programs, we must bridge this funding 
gap.

The school board took the first step 
by permanently reducing our General 
Fund budget by more than $3 million, but this alone is not enough. 
Further cuts would have a much larger impact on the classroom, 

including academic programs, class size, and resources available. 
In addition, they would further reduce co- and extracurricular 
acitivites, and require pay to participate fees for middle and high 
school athletics.

In November, Center Grove will have 
the opportunity to determine the level of 
funding we will provide for our students. 
When contemplating our votes for the 
2010 General Fund Referendum, we must 
ask ourselves, “What is the alternative?”

If we vote yes, we can maintain and 
possibly enhance excellence in education 
at Center Grove.

If we vote no, we will risk losing 
academic, arts, athletics, and technology 
programs. A tax rate increase of 15 cents is 
a pretty low risk for the potential return on 

investment. We have a rich tradition of investing in our students at 
Center Grove. This is our opportunity to continue that tradition.

By passing the General Fund Referendum, we can raise the funds 
needed to balance the budget and absorb probable future state funding 
cuts.

If we are fortunate enough to receive no further state cuts, those funds 
will be used to hire teachers and classroom aides in order to reduce class 
size and increase educational opportunitites.

The black dashed line represents 2% annual inflation. The $1.29M stimulus occurs only once.
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general fund referendum

benefits and consequences
Benefits of Passing the General 
Fund Referendum
Smaller Class Sizes

Maintain class sizes through retaining 
10 teachers; more individual attention 
for students

Ensure School Safety
Retain middle school deans, helping 
to ensure school safety and reduce 
classroom disruptions

Continued co- and extracurricular 
opportunities for students to find a point 
of success

Fully Staff all current ECAs
Eliminate pay to participate fees

Professional development provides access 
to best instructional practices, increasing 
student engagement

Provide essential school supplies

Maintain Health Services

Absorb future state reductions, or add 
positions to decrease class size

Protect home and business property values

Consequences for not passing 
the Referendum
Increased Class Sizes

Loss of 10 teachers will increase class 
sizes; less individual attention for 
students

School Safety at Risk
Loss of 2 middle school deans will 
result in an increase in discipline 
disruptions in the classroom

Reduced co-and extracurricular 
opportunities

Reduced staff and ECAs
Pay to participate fees required for 
secondary school athletics

Other Reductions:
Academic Programs and opportunities
Academic Competitions
Music Programs
Athletics
Professional Development
School Supplies
Health Services

Home and business property values at risk

Center Grove Schools protect property values, encourage growth
High-quality schools key driver of local 
growth
By Michael Hicks, Director of the Bureau of Business 
Research at the Miller College of Business at Ball State 
University, Daily Journal, March 25, 2010

From the few technical studies on the 
matter, I conclude that over the past two 
decades virtually all new residential home 
construction has occurred in places with above 
average schools. That is simply because this is 
where people want to live.

So, if a region doesn’t possess good schools 
it ensures long-term suffering. It is largely out 
of the running for new industrial, commercial 
or residential investment. These are places in 
fast decline.

Local government in Indiana has an 
easy decision, if not easy implementation... 
Communities must ensure that schools 
perform well and that the remaining tax dollars 
are spent wisely on factors that improve the 
lifestyle quality of a community.

Going against the grain
Sales prices for WRT homes up 11 percent
By Joseph S. Pete, Daily Journal, April 19, 2010

Average sales prices in White River 
Township have risen 11 percent over the 
past five years, according the Metropolitan 
Indianapolis Board of Realtors data. Local 
real estate agents said that ... good quality of 

life, low taxes, and a high performing school 
district all helped account for the rise in sales 
prices.

People have flocked to the [White River] 
township because it’s easier than ever to 
go online and find test scores and detailed 
information about school districts, said Curt 
Culmann, co-owner of 1st Choice Realty. 

Many people relocating 
to central Indiana pick 
White River Township 
after learning how highly 
rated the Center Grove 
school system is.

“White River 
Township in particular 
has been attractive for 
people moving here and 
looking for higher-end 
homes, and will remain 
so.”

Permanent Cuts
Administration
Elementary Assistant Principal
Special Programs Coordinator
Administration .5% salary reduction
Administrators pay more for health 
insurance
Eliminate individual memberships

Other Personnel
Corporation Purchasing Agent
Temporary grounds position
One half-time corporation receptionist
No literacy coaches in the General Fund
Reduce Alternative Education Assistant 
to half-time

Other Expenses
Cut back community newsletter
Heightened energy practices
Reduce travel in the General Fund
Reduce overtime
Reduce School Board stipends
Reduce number of cell phones
Reduce dues/fees accounts
Reduce consultants/services
Eliminate gas allowance
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bridging the funding gap

how much will it cost?

The 2010 General Fund Referendum Committee

Johnson County 2010 Tax Rate Comparison

Even with the referendum, Center Grove’s tax rate 
will remain one of the lowest in Johnson County.

In March, the Board approved asking for $3.16 million per year for 7 
years, which would increase the tax rate by 15 cents per $100 of assessed 
valuation. The additional cost for a $200,000 home is $147 per year, or 
just over $12 per month. Figure your tax impact at www.vote4cg.net.

Dollars raised through the General Fund Referendum

CENTER GROVE TAX LEVY REFERENDUM
“For the seven calendar years immediately following the 
holding of the referendum, shall the school corporation 
impose a property tax rate that does not exceed fifteen cents 
($0.1500) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of assessed 
valuation and that is in addition to all other property tax 
levies imposed by the school corporation?”

No

The following question will appear on the ballot on 
November 2.

Yes

Dr. Paul Gabriel on School Finance

The Referendum Committee is comprised of an equal number 
of Center Grove community members and educators who are 
passionate about maintaining the tradition of excellence at Center 
Grove. These dedicated individuals have tirelessly volunteered their 
time and effort to ensure that our community has the information 
needed to make an informed vote on November 2nd.

Community members: Terry Spradlin, Co-chair, Pam Davis, 
Jim Evans, Jon Helvie, Jim Landwerlen, David Mandelbaum, 
Ron Rose, Joel Thacker, and Joe Walterman.
Educators: Jack Parker, Co-chair, Cheryl DiPietro, Dr. Paul 
Gabriel, Bruce Haddix, Joyce Hartmann, Letha Hines, Mark 
Koenig, Todd Sheely, and Matt Shockley.

We very much appreciate the effort it takes to be informed and 
consider an issue as vitally important as the future of our school 
corporation. If you would like more information, please go to the 
Referendum website at www.vote4cg.net.

Thank you for your time, and please get out and vote on 
November 2nd. Vote “YES” for a first-class education in our first-
class community!

Thank you,
The 2010 General Fund
Referendum Committee
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investing in the future

Six Indianapolis area school districts holding referenda in May 2010 asked for an average of $4.3
million per year, and 23 cents per $100 of assessed valuation. Five of the six passed. By comparison,
Center Grove is asking for less - $3.16 million per year, and 15 cents per $100 of assessed valuation.

Working Together for the Future
By Jack Parker, Co-Chair of the General Fund Referendum Campaign

Serving Center Grove for 20 years as a teacher and administrator, 
I have come to appreciate what our school system provides for our 
community. The families who move to White River Township to send 
their children to Center Grove Schools enjoy highly successful academic 
and extracurricular programs.
The heart of our community is our schools, and for it to remain 
healthy, we must maintain their excellence.

Our schools are facing financial crises during these difficult 
economic times. At Center Grove, enrollment grows each year, and 
we must do more with fewer resources. However, there comes a point 
where we cannot simply give students less during their essential 
developmental years.

Educators impact children when they are the most capable of 
learning. We take the best that every parent offers, and educate students 
to the best of our abilities in order to give each one the best opportunity 
to achieve a healthy, productive and happy life. What these students 
learn during this time will have lasting effects on their lives as adults.
It is imperative that we give each student our community’s 
very best every year. Their development cannot wait until the 
economy improves.

The state and Center Grove are both set to spend down cash reserves 
to dangerously low levels. We ask for the support of our community to 
provide the students of Center Grove with the nourishment that they 
need during their formative years.
Center Grove is committed to providing excellent value for our 
community’s tax dollars.

Center Grove High School has been named on Indiana’s Best Buys 
 report every year since it began in 1999. The report, 

published by the Indiana Chamber of Commerce, 
recognizes those Indiana high schools that are 
producing the greatest academic achievements per 
dollar of taxpayer funds.

“All of these Best Buys schools are wisely using 
taxpayer dollars to educate and prepare Indiana’s 
future workforce. While being responsible with 
the community’s investment, these schools are 
delivering a quality education to our children 

- which is no easy feat. These communities 
should be proud of the schools’ achievements 
as both they and the students are reaping 
the benefits,” states Indiana Chamber 

President Kevin Brinegar.
The referendum does not ask 
for more revenue than we need. 
We will continue to scrutinize 
spending, provide value, and 

work together with our community 
regarding the budget.

Working together during 
these tough economic times 

will help us to provide a bright 
future for our children. Please vote 

“YES” on November 2.
 Jack Parker is the principal of Center Grove Middle School Central.
 He can be reached at parkerj@centergrove.k12.in.us.

Tenuous Times for K-12 School Funding in Indiana
By Terry Spradlin, Co-Chair of the General Fund Referendum Campaign

School districts throughout Indiana are facing a tsunami of financial 
issues related to the Great Recession, the slow economic recovery, 
changes to school funding implemented by the state legislature, and the 
decision by Governor Mitch Daniels to cut the funding to schools by 
$300 million in 2010. These factors have made managing school district 
budgets very tenuous and quite challenging.
It appears times are about to get even more difficult for public 
education and its leaders.

Due the recession and the corresponding job losses that have pushed 
unemployment rates to double digits, Indiana experienced a shortfall in 
tax revenue collections by $957 million in fiscal year 2010. Over the last 
two years state revenues are down 14.3%. To balance the state budget 
the Daniels’ administration has had to spend down the Rainy Day/Cash 
Reserve Funds from $1.3 billion to an estimated amount of just $188 
million by the end of fiscal year 2011 (the total annual state budget is 
about $13.5 billion).

With virtually no state surplus to tap into, slow growth in the 
economy and tax revenues, a loss of over $1 billion in federal stimulus 
funding, and a structural deficit to resolve, we fully expect the governor 
or the legislature to make additional cuts to K-12 education in fiscal years 
2012 and 2013.
What does all of this mean for Center Grove Community School 
Corporation (CGCSC) and its students?

The district’s portion of the state funding cuts was about $2 million 
this year. To start 2010, District officials projected a General Fund budget 
deficit, absent any further state cuts, of $3.8 million by the end of 2011. 
The school board has permanently reduced expenditures by $3.3 million. 
wih additional cuts of $1.5 million to be implemented if a revenue 
solution is not found. The cuts include elimination of teaching and 
support staff positions. Deeper cuts may be necessary, which will 
inevitably will impact classrooms and the quality of education our 
students receive.
Is there a viable stop-gap revenue solution?

In 2009 a strategic planning committee of 80 citizens 
and educators mapped out a plan of excellence for 
our students for many years to come. A call for 
a referendum to partially fund some of the new 
initiatives was included in the plan. Today, 
the school district simply cannot afford to 
implement the strategies and programs 
planned. Rather a campaign for a 
General Fund Referendum to maintain 
the high-quality education presently 
in place in our schools has been 
our focus. I am hoping that you 
will vote “YES” to support a first-
class education for the students of our first-
class community.

The outcome of the referendum will 
have an immediate effect on our schools 
and the quality of the education our students 
receive. Our schools; your choice. Vote Yes!
Terry Spradlin is a father of two children in Center Grove Schools, is 
an education policy researcher at Indiana University and serves on the Center Grove 
Education Foundation. He can be reached at t.spradlin@comcast.net.
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On the Cover: Clockwise from top left - MGES students in Ron Hobson’s 4th Grade class 
learn about short ciruits; the CGHS Marching Trojans perform; ENL students at CGMSC 
participate in the iPad pilot; CGHS football player Tyler Mills prepares to return a punt.

What?  The General Fund Referendum: A Defining Moment for Center Grove Schools
When? November 2, 2010
Why? To meet the challenge of decreasing funding and increasing enrollment
 To serve students, families, and the community
 To protect property values and encourage future growth
 To continue the Center Grove Tradition of Excellence
How? By tightening our belts to save more than $3 million
 By passing the referendum to close the gap in state funding
How much will it cost? 15 cents per $100 of assessed valuation
What can I do? Vote YES on November 2nd!

The 2010 Center Grove
General Fund Referendum

The Center Grove Community School 
Corporation Mission:

To develop knowledgeable, confident and 
responsible citizens by providing an extensive 

learning experience relevant to the interests and 
capabilities of every student, in partnership with 

the home and community.
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